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Thoroughly Marvelous Millie
Some of my fondest childhood memories involve bedtimes,

when my mom would read us a story before tucking us in for
the night. We loved the tried and true fairy tales like Jack and
the Beanstalk, Hansel and Gretel, The Three Little Pigs. Of
course, we loved it when the heroes reached their happily
ever after endings, but the more dangers they encountered
and overcame on their way to those happy endings, the better.
All those trials and tribulations made the happy ending that
much happier.

Well, I’m a long way past bedtime stories, but I’m still a
sucker for happy endings and Millie’s story certainly qualifies.
And it’s filled with those disasters barely averted and obstacles
overcome that make for the best
stories. See if you don’t agree.

In the fall of 2013, Millie was do-
ing her best to survive on the streets
of Aspinwall. Things had actually be-
gun to look up for her, as an elderly
lady had begun putting food out on
her porch and allowing Millie and
some other homeless kitties to eat
there. Then one day, in her excite-
ment to get to the food, Millie had
accidentally scratched the lady. It was
just a little scratch, but the lady went
to Med Express and was told that the
cat who had scratched her could be
rabid and that she should contact the
authorities to see if the cat could be
trapped and checked out.

The next day the lady contacted
the Aspinwall Police Department. It
just so happened that one of their
meter maids knew a lady who had
worked at her bank who had been
involved in rescuing kitties, so she
gave her name to the policeman han-
dling the inquiry. When he contacted
Kim, he told her that they had trapped a potentially rabid feral
cat and had taken her to a local vet to be quarantined for 10
days. At the end of the quarantine period Millie was pronounced
free of rabies. (Now that is a huge disaster averted.) Hoping
for the best, Kim asked the lady who had been feeding Millie
if she could take her in, but she didn’t want Millie coming
around anymore. The police wanted to re-release her to fend
for herself on the streets, but Kim told them they should at
least have Millie spayed before releasing her. When they de-
clined to invest any more funds in the cat, Kim stepped in and
took Millie to a Homeless Cat Management Team free clinic
to be spayed and tested and vaccinated. At this point, it be-
came apparent that Millie was not feral, but actually quite
friendly, so Kim contacted FosterCat to see if we could help
find her a home. Having successfully navigated the dangerous
waters of the quarantine cage, then narrowly escaping the
threat of being returned to the streets to produce countless
litters of kittens, Millie was ready to begin the next leg of her
journey: the quest for her happily ever after home.

Millie spent a few weeks enjoying love and attention in her
foster home before embarking on her first trip to a PetSmart
Adoption Center. Of course she wasn’t thrilled about return-
ing to a cage, but she put her best paw forward nonetheless,
hopeful that this leg of the journey would be mercifully brief.
But alas, it was not to be. Millie moved back and forth from

cage to foster home to cage several times during the ensuing
months, but no one applied to adopt her.

Then one day in early May, 2014, Kim received a call from a
dog sitter friend. One of the dog sitter’s clients had recently
lost her beloved canine companion of many years and was
considering the possibility of adopting a cat, as her current
work schedule would make caring for a dog difficult. Did Kim
have any suggestions of kitties who would do well in a quiet
adult home?

It seemed an ideal situation for Millie, who was very loving,
but would probably be overwhelmed in a home with the hustle
and bustle of small children or multiple pets. We contacted

Anne, the potential adopter, to give
her some information about Millie.
We suggested that since she hadn’t
had any previous experience with kit-
ties, that she take Millie into her
home for a trial foster period to see
how they would get on with each
other. When she agreed that this
sounded like a good idea, I visited
her to complete the foster paper-
work.

Due to some previous commit-
ments, Anne needed to wait several
months before bringing Millie home,
so Millie waited patiently in her fos-
ter home. Finally, the big day came
and Kim brought Millie to Anne’s
home.

Things seemed to be going well
until Millie started throwing up re-
peatedly. Anne hadn’t dealt with this
all too common feline phenomenon
with her dogs and was concerned
that Millie was ill. We told her that
we felt pretty certain that Millie’s di-

gestive difficulties were related to the stress and excitement
of her new home rather than an illness. We suggested that she
stop giving Millie canned food for a time to see if that would
solve the problem. Anne also decided to try a different dry
formula to see if that would help. Happily, the combination of
the two seemed to do the trick. Millie stopped upchucking
and the near disaster of her return to foster care was averted.

So now what? What about the happily ever after part? Has
Millie finally found her forever home, or do more obstacles lie
ahead, threatening to derail her journey? Let’s let Anne fill in
the rest of Millie’s story: “She is a little joy  She loves to sit and
look out the window from her perch. She has her collection of
toys and every morning and evening we play a game of fetch
with her little mice. She sleeps right next to me every night
and lays on top of my head when she wants me to wake up.
She comes out to greet my friends when they come to visit.
She is just the sweetest thing and I’m so glad she is part of my
life.”

Sounds like a happy ending to me. Thoroughly marvelous,
Millie!
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Happy Tails!
We are always glad to receive photos and updates from adopt-

ers to let us know how our kitties are doing in their new homes.
Here are some we are happy to be able to share with all of you.

No Pet Photos with Santa :(
Just in case any of our loyal volunteers have been wondering

why we didn’t call on you to help with this PetSmart sponsored
event last December, we wanted to let you know that PetSmart
has discontinued offering this event to its Adoption Partners as
a fund raising opportunity. Instead they provided a cardboard
backdrop of Santa, which customers could use to take their
own photos of their pets in the stores.

We know some of you really enjoyed wrestling with those
120 pound dogs and waving your arms in the air to try to coax
the more anxious pooches to look at the camera, but it looks
like you’ll have to find another way to satisfy those urges from
now on. Thanks to all of you who helped us raise money for our
kitties through this event over the years.

It took some time, but Portia has adjusted to
her new home and feline siblings. It’s funny to
me that she has some of Rocky’s traits and
some of Adrian’s. Now she sits in my lap and
is very playful. I give her hugs every day and
tell her how happy I am that she has accepted
me. She is GOOD luck  I wish people would

forget their superstitions about black cats, because they are miss-
ing out on the joy that beautiful black cats like Portia can bring.

I can’t put into words how much I love my cats and what joy
they bring. No matter how my day went, they are always there
waiting to greet me. I so appreciate organizations like FosterCat
and all you do for our beloved cats. T.G.

I wanted to tell you how well Lucas is
doing and share some photos. He is the best.
We adore him. He often hops onto my desk
for a snooze, as in some of the attached
photos. (I love to watch him sleep). Thanks
so much for all you do for the cats and for
allowing us to adopt Lucas. J.L.

Here is a photo of Minx (formerly Maxi)
lounging in my chair as usual. She is just so
sweet that I can’t make her get down. She
loves to play with her mice, scoot into the tini-
est little places, and cuddle and give head butts.
She is a big tease with our other cat Barney
and he is definitely more active since Minx
came to live with us. She is a wonderful part

of our family. Thanks again for helping us adopt her J. I.
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Shannon has adjusted very well to her new
home and we are enjoying each other’s com-
pany so much! L.N.

Here is a photo of Lucy and
Linus (formerly Theo) snuggling
together. They are doing great.

 K.B.
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Here is Spice (formerly
Pierre) cuddling with his big
brother Sugar. He is a won-
derful addition to our fam-
ily. O.M.
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